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1. Subject report is forwarded for review and evaluation in accordance

with paragraph 5b, AR 525-15. Evaluations and corrective actions should

be reported to ACSFOR OT RD, Operational Reports Branch, within 90 days
Sof receipt of covering letter. -

-

S

2. Information contained in this report is §¥ovided to insure appro-
priate benefits in the future from lessons learned during current
operations and may be adapted for use in developing training material.
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CONFIDENTIAL

DEP/RTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, 10TH COMBAT AVIATION EATTALION
LPO 96377

AVGTi=AL 15 ijebru(rf'ls@

-

SURJICT: Operatiuncl Repurt for Quarter Ending 31 January 1968
(RCS GSFOR=65)

To: SWE T )T'{'L"I T]’ N

SECTION 1 - Significant Or{anizational hetivities
I. (C) Generals

8. rFission: The 10th Combtat Aviation Cattalion provides aviation
support as cirected bty Comnanding Officer, 17th Comtat Aviation Group in
support of airmobile operations designed to search out and céstroy the ine
surgent enemy and to ertenc Governnent of Vietnam (CVN) Control of the popu=
lation; to provice (eheral svpport aviation as dircctec by Commanding
Officer 17th Cocbat Aviation Croup: to I Field Forces, Vietnam (INFORCLV),
Deputy Scnior Auvisor (T:SA) II Corps and Sth Special Forces Group; to
provice command and control ol the sssigne and attached units s directed
by the Coruanding Officer, 17th Combat Aviation Group.

b. Organization: The 10th Combat Aviation Battslion was orgune
ize. as follows on 31 January 1968: ‘ i X

Headquarters and Headquarters Detschment
130th Mecicxl lietachment T .spensary
339th Aviation Support Detachment

0lst Assault Helicopter Compeny
0l6th Transportation I'etachment (CHFY)
92¢né Si;nal Detacament (Avionics) -

Jend Assavlt fHelicopter Cumpsny .
617th Transportation lietachment (CHFM)
73¢nc Signal Detachment (Avionics)

19¢nd Assault Helicopter Company
607th Transportation ietachment (CHFM)
65th Signal Detachment (Avionica) ’

cblst Assavlt Helicopter Company )
L&3rd Transportation Detacrhment (CHFM)
u¥%tn Signal Tetachment (Avionics)

19Cth Assault Suvoocort Kelicopter Cﬁmpany_ -
010th Transportetion Detechment (LCHDSM) S
SLOth liegical Netachment
PR 1 GPL Downgra 3 yre inte
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SUIJSCTs  Operational Heport. for Guarter Ending 31 January 1968

¢h3rd I ssauld, Support Helicopter Compa
020th Transportation lNetachment (M.CHDSi nx

kv nd Aviation Supjort ] etachment (-)

c¢. In accordance with peragraph 1, Ceneral Orécrs LU, Heacs
querte s, Uith Comtat Aviotion Group, cateu 6 Wovember 19€7, the 196th
Aszault Support telicopter 'onpuny, 610th Transportation Deiaschtient end
LLOLE Medical Detachment vere reassipnec from the 2¢Hth Combut rviation
cottalion to whe 10tk Combut Aviation Bettalion eiiective .5 Novemler 19674

de In accoryame ith puraprapi 1, Genersl Orcers 31, leau-
quarters, it (A6, cated 1 ecanier 1907, the 61lst .ssault Helicopter
Uaipany, 610th lra.cportation Tetachient and the Ye2na Hipnal Letachment
were assi;ucd o tae 1oL Cuatat Aviation ¥attalion.

e. In sccorte e with parayra;l 1, Geéneral Orvers 3L, Head=
workers, 1th CAG, dated 20 liecember 1967, the 92nd Assault Helicopter
Corpany, ©lith Treasportation Tetachuwent, and the 73¢nc Signal Letachment
woere wssipnec to the 10t Catat Aviation Fattalion.

f. In accorcauce with para,ranh 1, General Orcers 6075, Head-
qrarters, lst Aviation Deigce cateo 31 Tiecember 1947, the 117th Assault
Helicopter Company, 1hOtn Transportation !'etachment anu €56th Signal
‘etacihaent were reassi;ned from the 17th Combat ¥ vistion CGroup to the 12th
C wlat Aviation Urovp ef.ective 1 Jenuary 190b.

g+ The 130th Meuical l'etrch-ent ispensary was attachea t. lieace
G arters, 10t Cordat “vi:tion Rettalion in accorcance with Ceneral Orcers
3, catea v January lyot, lcacquarters, lOth CAB, effective 1 January 1968.

he The 1Oth Cunmbat fviation Eattalion assumed control over Lane
Arvy Heliport, Ao Son on 15 Movember 1967 per TwX AVGuU-SC 5857-87 cated
13 Kove .ter 1907, ITC Alire¢ d. Smith, Deputy inattaslion Commander, was
arsijn.. Instcllction “oordinator,

i. The ¢L3rd issault Sunnort Helicop‘c-erCcumpany:z and the 620th
Tr:psrortation “etechient were assiyned to the 10th Cowbat tviation :
fattall 'n in a corcance with Ceneral Orcers ¢6, Heacquarters, 17th (omtat

‘viztion Croup, catec ¢l loverter 1967,

J« In accoriznce with parajraph 1, general Orders 10, Head=
guerters, 17th Conmtat Aviation Group, qated 21 January 19¢6, the 152nd
nssavlt aelicopter Company, 607th Transportation NDetachment anc 65th
Si:nal Tetecinent werc reas.ignec from the 2obth Combat Avistion Eattalion
to the 1.th Corbat Aviation Eattzlion eftective 15 January 1968,

1. Tuis wiit, assifnec to the 2LLth CAE, provideé control personnéi for
Leiic irry Heliport, :n Son, RVN.
€. The <lir. i C vas assigrec to the 1lOth CAE VOCO, 17th CAG, onm 49 October

e CONFIDENTIAL
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SULJZCTs Operational Report for Guarter Ending 31 January 9%t
(RCS (:SkFuR=65)

[

k. Changes in Battalion Command and primary staif were as follouss

(1) In 2.ordance with paragraph 1, Ceneral Orders 1, Head-
quarters, 10th Combat Aviation Pdttalion, catec ¢ January 1968, LTC Marion
F. England assumed command of the 10th Combat Aviation Pattalion fram LTC
Fugene F, Crooks. .

(¢) LTC Edwin Mi Clay'assuMed the cuties as hxecutiva
uilicer, eficctive 26 hovenner 14671 .

(3) L1C Alfred Ry Smith mssumed tne cuties as Deputy
Battalion Co:mcnder effective 5 sovember 1967.

(L) Hajor Ceorge C. Stroh assumed the duties of Pattalion
S-¢, effective 2& novem'.er 1567,

(5) rajor John F, Oliver ascumed’ the duties of- Battalion

S-3, effective 7 Lovember 1967,
AN

(6) Major William J, Poole assumed the duties of Battalion
S-li, effeetive 11 December 1967,

1. Neuly assigned companies~in the 10th CAB are comanded
as follows: : :

(1) The z43rd Assault Support Helicopter Conpany 1s commanded
bty kajor Eilly J. 3rown.

(2) The 196th Assault Support Helicopter Company is commanced
¥y rajor Artivr linsdloss

(3) The 6lst Asszult Helicopter Ccmpany is commanaea ty
'aJor Clerence B4 Erooker, . S e

(L) The 92n¢ Assault Helicopter Conpany is commanced by
Lajor Kencall L. Stewart. .

(5) Tne 19¢nd Assault delicopte: Company is commanoec by
kajor Ronalu L, Baker,

2. (C) Intelliience:

a. rhysical Sccurity: An extensive program has been undertaken
to iipprove the tattalion perineter defense and alert posture. The 10th
Combat iviation Fattalion Ph,sical Security an¢ Crounc Lefense Plan was
revised in December. Fighting bunkers are being constructed, communications
trenches are teing cug and inproved perimetcr lighting is being installed.
Claymores and trip flares have been placed within the defensive wire.
Seconcary cciensive positions around aircraft parking areas, motor pools
and billets have been designated and are being nrevared. Primary .-

CONFIDENTIAL
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SUBJECT: Operational fcport for Quarter Ending 31 January 1968
’ (RCS GSFOR-éS)

and backup connunications have teen established with each section tied
directly to the Lattalion TOC for early warning anc rapic¢ reaction in the
event of an attzck. “irens have teen placec in each company area to improve
the alert warnin; syster. The Battalion reactich force has teen increased
i1rom thirty to scventy personnel. uecurity lighting is being instzllec around
Flencers Heliport to :ssist guarcs in protectin; the aircrait parking area
from “Sapper" attack. Unfortunately, this project hao not bteen canpleted
pricr to thie 33¢) hour attack on 30 January 190b when "Sappers" dJdestroyed
three airerait and dauiap2¢ six others with satchel charges. The ceiense
:lan has bLeen rehearsed ten times during this reporting perioc. Republic
of Korea ['orces in the IlongBa Thin area continue to provide aggressive
patrolling, znd anlush cperations to counter pogsilkle large scale ground or
mortar attuck. Close liaison and cooperction is meintained with the Dong
Ba Thin Post Coordinator, the Cam Rahh Bay Defense Coordinator and the 30th
ROK'Rcgdiment, On: ligh* fire team.a2nd a.flire ship'are placed on ramp
alert nightly to assist in the area defense when aircraft availebility per-
mitse In addition, a daily eircraft surveillence patrol.is flown at sunset.
Similar steps huve been taken in the defensive posture 6f Lane Army Heliport
at An Son, RVN, ~
b. Counberintelligence: Increased emphasis has been placed on
this vitel arca. The problem has been to make personnel aware of existing
rcgulations, An inspection was made in all assigned campanies by the 8-2
in an effort o evaluate the counterintelllgence activities at that levecl
and to point out doficicncies as well as the corrective action necessary.
Stcps have been %ecen to publicize the requirement to burn all office waste,
the proper mcthod of merking and hancling classified information sent by
courier and the casger of discussing military information in unauthorized
EXr S,

-

3. (C) Operations and Training Activities

a. Plans: At the close of this reporting pcrlod, the 10th

Combet Zviction Bettalion (CAB) is commanding and coordinating the missions
of cssigned units from its besc camp at Dong Ba Thiny RVN. From 1 December
1967 to 8 Jenuery 1568, the 10th Battalion, using the 117th and $2nd
Asscult Helicopter Companles (4HC) and the 243rd issault Support Helicopter
Company (4iSHC) plus an attached AHC fromthe 21L4th CAB, supported the 1st
Brigade, 101st Zirborne Division during Operation Klamath Falls., General
support throughout the II Corps Tactical Zone, continued to b~» the primary
riission of assigned aviction units throughout this quarter. The Vagabond
renks increased considerably during this period &s ncw and newly activated
urits joined the organization. The 2L43rd ASHC became operztional on 19
Novumber 19673 the 92nd LHC on 12 December 1967 and the 61st on 20
December 1967, £11 quickly assumed General Support II CTZ missions. Om 15
Novembir 1967, the 196th .iSHC repleced the 180th LSHC which transferred to
the 263th C/B with one-change in mission, On 15 January 1968, the 192nd
LHC joinued the Vogabonds and was concurrently dispatched to Phan Thiet,
RVN to proviue circet support to 3rd Battalion, 506th Infantry, lst Brigade
10lst Airborne Division. The 281st AHC was committed fully to Headquarters
Sth Spicizl Forces Croup, WPROJECT DELTAL" from 1 December 1967 to

16 J.nuary 196€. L CONFIDENTIAL
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SUBJECT:. Operstional Ruport for Quarter Ending 31 January 1968 ;
{RCS GSFOR-65)

b, Operctions: The month of November was primzrily one of reorg-
anizadion and preparation. The 2L3rd ASHC barcly got its CHL7's sottled in
Dong Bz Thin when on 19 NovemBer 1967, six ships wcre sent to support the
52nd Combat Avietion Battalitn during the height of the battles at Dak Tos
On 15 November the 196th LSHC wos akeigned to the battzlion and with it
ceme the cdditional responsibility for Lane Army Heliport located at An Son,
RUN where the 196th LSHC is baged. On 22 November, the 61 LHC arrived at
Ln Son from CONUS und rapidly prepared for operationsl L dey later, the
92n¢ iilC was wclcomed at Dong Ba Thins . While the newly érrived companics
preparcd for operstional status, the 10th CAB'was preparing £lso tolmove
to tecticel field sites. The 117th AHC moved its total =ssets to Phen Rang
on 27 November to provide direct support to the 3rd Battalion, S06th
Infantry, vhich hod recently srrived in ceuntry to join the 1st Brigade;

Olst /irborne Livision. The 3attalion Forvard moved to Beo Loc, RVN on 30
Novcmber es o prelude to Oper:iion Klamath Fells which was launched the fol=-
lowing day with a multi-battalion sized combat assault. The 2L4Oth AHC, 21hth
CLB wes zttachcd initialdly to the 10th CAB for this operation. It was re-
placed, by & sistcr unit, the 17th AHCy, on 17 Decembers Four infentry
battelions and & supporting artillery battalion comprised the supported
ground forccs. Six CH-L7 aircraft from the 2L3rd ASHC were colocated with
the field clement.: throughcut the operation. The lst Brigade, 10lst Afirborne
Division, conducted search and destroy operations in the area betwcen Bao
Loc aznd Phan Thict. Operetionel statisticg for the operation zre listed
below: On 1 Janucry 1968, the 117th AHC was transferred out of the 10th
Battelion cnd moved to Pien Hoz. The 92nd AHC replaced it in the ficld until
thc operatiza termunated on 8 January 1968, With the rcturn to Deng Za Thin,
the Erttaliom resuned mitsions in GS II CTZ.

(1) Operational Statistics for Klamath Falls.3

UNIT TROOPS LIFTED  CALRGO (in tons) SORTIES HOURS FLOWN
2LCth . HC 5572 139.0 L1s9 1783.3
160th LSFC 77 55.5 : L8 2843
117th /HC 675 290.8 - 6975 2L61.4
17th iHC 6149: 2LLe0 " L1596 1538.7
92nd LHC 2253 8847 2500 709.4
¢L3rd iSHC E5LT }3792.8 ‘ 2550 - 979.9

T0TLS 271kl © 14620,6 21466 7599.2
(2) Mecical cvacustions sk

(3) Combzt Asszults ,
a Platoon sizc T 22
b Company size - _ W
3. Statistics rccorded from the ‘fter Zction Repqrt Klzamoth Fells

s CONFIDENTIAL
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SURJECT: Operationel Rcport i‘or Qnarter Ending 31 January 1968 -
(RCS GSFOR-65) -

¢ Battalion size 5

5 T Ao e

(L) Animxi;lﬂox"x ekpen&e& ' _ |
! 7.62mm S - lalset

b 2.75m SR 2758
¢ Loom LT 10368

(S) Night timc hours

a 2jp:h AHC | 115.1
b 192nd AKC | 108
¢ 1&th KSHC ‘ 00 o
& 117th sHC . ‘ _ R
e 17%h AHC <0 > k69
£ 92nd KHC . 313
243nd LSEC ™~ 12.2
TOTLLS 311,.2
(6, Grourd Force results .
2 Enemy losses
1 V3 killed - © A3
2 Y& Killed - T 13
" 3. VC killzc bty air - © 2 (confirmed)
B - ' Lk (estimated)
j_;_ Small arms cépt.ured ' ,7,4
5 Crew scrved weai)ons capturéd 3
6 Ricc cestroyed/captured 101,125 tons
1 Salt captured 3 tpns_
b Friendly losscs
1ok 28
CoNFIDEN AL




P . W e tems M W g M W R4 s g 8 e,

9 _ CONFIDENTIAL

FRUSE TS
SilJ:CTe Operstional chort for Quartar Ending 31 January 1968 SRR
(RCS CSFOR=65) c

2 ‘WHA (Mcdevac) : | 106
3 VHA (Minor | S 38
L MIA - ‘, )

(7) inti-zircraft fire

a Number of aircraft receiving fire 35

b Number of aircraft hit _ 20
c Numherbof aircreft lost ¢
& Kin 0
e WHL. (Minor) . 5.
£ EIL | ~ | 0

(8) iircraft/Personnel losses non-hostile
a Numbcr of aireraft lost 5
b Number cf perscnnel killed L

Ce oercticnS of the 2l3rd -Assault Support Helicopter Company
(1) The 243rd iSHC became operationgl on 19 November 1967.

(2) Initielly, six of the unit's CH-L7 iircraft were zllocated
in support of the 52né C.B curing the Dek To campaign. In addition, the
unit wes in direct suppert of the 1lst Brigace, 10lst sirborne Division
during opcraticn Klamath Falls. Concurrently with these operstions, general
supricrt missions in the II CTZ were assigned.

(3) Since becoming operational, the following support has
been proviceds : .

a Hours flown | A 297
b Troope lifted . 17503 - :
.¢ Cargo lifted (tona) : 7256
Q. Azrcrait recoverad .10

de Oporations of the 196th Assault Support Helicopter Company
(1) The un;t's mission remained unchanged throughout the

CONFIDENTIAL
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SUBJECT: Cperational Report for Quarter Ending 31 January 196 :

(RGS GSFOR-65) ,

period, The daily requirement includec furnishing three aircraft to the
Capitol Republic of Korea Infantry Division (CRID) and six to general support
missions. During Operation lze Arthur, in the central highlands, (Novemberw
Deccnber) the 196th wes heavily committed in support of the Lth Infentry
Divisicn and thec 173rc iirbtorne Brigade (SEP).

(2) The following statistics reflect CH =47 utilization for 3
the reperting pericd, A

|3 Houfs tlown 2925
b Troops lifted 61717
* ¢ Cargo lifted (tons) 10190
d fircreft-recovered ] 2

te Operaticns of the 92nd Asszult Belicopter Compény

Major operatiom supported during the period was Operaticn
Klamath Falls. ZRlemcnts arrived in Phan Thiet 131830 Deccmber 1967 to
reinferce the 117th AHC. Missions were initdally flown the follewing day,
Just two cays after the c:ompany became oweraticnal ineountry. Tue to the
relative inoxperience of assigned aviators, the 117th interchangec crews
with thce 92nd /HC tc further enhance the effectiveness of the ccmpany. The
basc of opcreticn was shiftec tc Fao Loc, RVN on 15 December 1967, Lircraft
of the »2nd iHC werc relcased and returned to Dong Bz Thin 162200 December
1907. 4Lt 291600 December 1567, the 92nd AHC received a warning order for
curmitment as 2 undt in support of operation Klamath Falls to replace the
117th .HCs This commitment continued until the operaticn terminated on
8 Jenuary 1968, In acdition, other missions were flown in suppert of
IFFORCLV HQ; E Ccmpany, 20th Infantry ard the MACV Reconco School at Nha
Trenpg. During the ricnth anc a half of operations, the 92nd Assault
Helicopter Compeny accomplished the following:

(1) Hours flown ) L3k6
(2) Troops lifted 11332
(3) Cafpu lifted (tons) 450

f, Operations of thc 192nd issault Helicopter Company

The 192nc {HC was originally assigncc to the 260uh CAP

anc leczted at Phu Hiep, RVNe Six days prior to beccming cperationzl, on
23 Novermbter 1967, five gunships were sent tc Kontum for reinforcements in
thc battle @f Dak Tos. On 29 November, the unit was ceclared operational
énc given riissions in suppert of the White Horse Republic of Korea Infantry
Division (WHRID), Capitol Reputlic of Korea Infantry Division (CRID), 173rd
firtorne Brigace (SEP) and penersl support with the IT CTZ., On 1 December,
the second platcon was deployed to /n Son and plzcec in cirect support of

, CONFIDENTIAL
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CRID for a twc week period, -On 1 Jan 1968 the 19%2nc LHC was rcassigned
toc the 10th CLB... The company was moved to Phen Thict end placec in direct
support of the 3/506th Infantry; 1st Brigade, 101st Airporne Division on

19 January 1968

(1) Hours flown o 2150
(2) Troops ldfted | S T £
(3) Cargo litted (tors) 760

ge Opcretions

of the 6lst Assault Helicopter Company

(1) The 6lst AHP besteame oporational in—country on 20
December 1967 with the mission of general support II Corps Tactical

Zone., Combat anc dircct

in suppurt of Capitol ROK Division, 173rd Airborne Brigade and in general

suppcert of IFFORCEV.

suppurt missions have bcen flown since that time -

A

(2) During the 51 days of operaticns the following support

has been previdecs

a Hours flown -kl
b Trocps lifted 13631
¢ Carg> (tons) L Skk

he Operctions

of the 28lst issault Helicopter Ccmpany - -

The majcr activitics conducteq during the reporting peried - -
«<erc characterized by the continuec support of the Sth Special Forces
Group, Detachmecnt B=-52 (Projcct Delta), coastal missions enc support .of
E Conpany, 20th Inf. Also included were two extractions of a new facet
to 261st Operztions has becn o recent commitment cf zircraft -for local
enpleyient of the APD People Sniffer. 28lst aircraft anc perscnnel were

calleC vpen to perform a
cumbat suppert missicns.

véricty. of VIP, resupply, ccmtat, csscult and direct

(1) . Qpération Prairie Fire (Kontum area, 1 = §'Nov 67) -
Although the four UH-1D aircraft assigned to this operation were pri- -

marily uscd for recsupply
were flewn into mounteain

anc liaison nissions, s.veral combtet assgults
1Z's north of Plei Djerenz. ' . .

(2) Opcrcticn Eolling (Phu Hiep .area, 5 - 29 Nov 67)
Sevin UH=1D aircrzft supported 3/503, 173rc Lirborne Brigace: (SLP) -
The eircreft prrticipated in resupply and lisison missions &s well as cone
ducting nunerous combat assaults. 4 light fire ue“m, clong with the ground
unit's orpanic artillery provicded fire support on all combat aasaults.

(3) Operation Rose (Phan Reng area 11 - 20 ch 67)
Six UH-1D ané 2 UH-1C supportecd 3/506th Infantry Battelion, 1st Brigace

10lst Airborne Divisiocne

Two comparies were lifted curing the initial
CONFIDENTIAL
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SULJLCT: Opirational Report for Quarter Encdin; 31 January 1968
(RCS GSFOR=65) ;

assault inta lthing zones approximately fifteen milea southwest of Phan
Rengs Navel gunfire, TAC Air, ’rtillery ancé gunships were usec¢ to prepare
the Li'se On 18 anc 19 Novumber a company of ARVM and a cempany of US..
troops were assaultco into an arce scuth of Phan Rang.

; (h) Oer?tlun Sulﬁan I (Polei Klang areas 3 - 23 Dec)

During .Operation Sultan I (Project Delta), a total of three fenger
capenies one CIDG caupany and one MNobile Strike Forcc éompany werc air-
liftei. During the ccurse of the activities, the 261st lost three airuraft
t¢c encny ilrc.

{5) oOperation Sultan II (Plei Ijereng area  « 2| Jan)

Durin, this operation, three ranger companics were airliited inta IZ's
in thc operational areas, In adcition to the conduct of the operation for
B-52, the 281lst was czlled upon to infiltrate twe Lth Divisicn LRRP téams.
Snortly after the insertion, they were subjected to intense enemy fire,
in fir Forcs Speuky (4LC=L7) provided Mini-gun fire support and flarc
illuminztion along with the 28lst gunships, 4n emergency night extraction
wes successfully accomplishec without incicent. During this oreraticn, .-
cleven Roczcrunner teams and thirteen rcconnaissgnce te.ms were infil-
tretcce. .

(6) Summary of ictivities for the Quarter

“~

a Hours flown ' 5893
bt Troops liftec 25833
¢ Carg;o liftec (tons) _ L76

¢, Training
(1) 2L3rd LSHC

ALviators and crews, upon arriving in the Republic of
Victnam, werce assignce tc other assault Support helicopter: companies in
the theater and were given on-the=job training. with these units for ap=-
priximetoely twe wecks. Classes werc piven in the company on:mointencnce,
Victnam arve orientaticn, ancd stancardization by battalicn ancd unit
perscnnel. Infusion of officers and enlisted men provided experienced pere
sonnel in the unit for opera tional missions,

(2) 196th i.SHC

(2) One enlisted men attended engine school and two en=
listcd men have attenced a2irframe school in Vung Tau, RVN.

" (b) Lesson plans were formulated and sutmitted to higher
heac quarters for clesses on military ccurtesy and cress. Clesses are to
bc concucte: for all Officers and NCOs in February 1968.

(3) 92nc fHC ‘
CONFIDENTIAL
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(a) The most significant training zctivity within the

un:t was in-csuntry fli, ht chicks for compeny aviatorss 4 total of 118 hours

were 1lown in the UH-1H ano, UH-1C by unit instructor pilots. This time
inclui'ed the irfitial orlcntatiun anc stancarcization rices as required by
the 10th CLD SOP. [ost: pt thes: flights were during. the period 27 November,
through 10 December 1967, before the unit became operaticnal, but the unit .
aviztor treinine is a cantinuous process. The stancardizaticn of newly
zssinou pilots, aircraft commencer chetkrices, and postdrceident cheock=
rices arv a part of that totnl tlme.

. (v) Crewchiefs anc EUNNErs werc ElVen rcfrusher training
in air 4o srounc firing, csscmbly and disassembly, anc safety aspects of
the helicopter-mounted M-60 machine gun. Approximately four cays were ce-
~oted to this 1nst ruction. "

. (¢) Bcth aviators anc enlistecd crewmen were instructec
in the use of the Mark-2L /Zircraft Flares Two Cays of training were cCe-
voted to this subjecte The 92n¢ AHC is requirec to maintain a flere ship .
on stancby nightly in cefense of the Dong Ea Thin per ﬁtcr. A1l crews
arc thoroughly trained in the employment of this flare.

(¢) Appro,lmutely four hours of instruction wer. given
to unit cviators concerning use of the AN/hPx-hh Tr“nsponoer snc Flight
Following Procecures in Vlctnam.v. . 4

(e) Unit.aviators anc nonvcommissioned officers re-
ceived a one and one-half hour class on the KY=28 voice security cevice.

(£) Oné hour per month was cevotec¢ to safety classes
for =11 unit aviators,. '

(L) 192nc LHC

hs wes the case with other new in—country units, aviators
znd cr-ws were attaiched ior trzining to other LHCs curing their first two
weeks for oricentation. Other training. such as First iic, Weapons Familiare
izztion, Care and Cleaning of incivicual anc airecrzft mountec weapons and
rcloted subjects were continuously conducted within the unit.. Much of the
treining wes given during the twenty cays aboard ship as the unit was
enroutc to Victnam. Stancardization checkrices werc acministered by |
bzttelion anc unit instructor pilots when the aircratt were brousht to Phu

. Hiep anc prior to the company bcccming operationalc

(5) 6lst LHC

In-country training was controllec by the 129th LHC,
268th Ci.B, lccuted at 4Ln SOn, which was the sponsoring unit for the 6lst.

Lo In orcer to estcblish a uniform usage. factor, the 10th CAB sur-

veyed all units anc Ceveloped an SOP for MK-2l Flore employment. This is

atteched as Incicsure 1. CON F | ﬁeNnﬂL
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-
e

In acditicn, crews were scnt TDY to other assault helicupter cumpanics
fur cpproximctely two welks for in-country checkcuts anc operationzl -
flying. Indivicual anc crew training was conductecd concurrently with'
the unit's preparetdon for operatichel status,

(6) 2615t fHC
() Trzining has been continuin( in the Reconco
t.chniques, with froquent practicel exercises, in conjunction with the MAC
V Reconcou Schools This permits the 286lst aviators to maintain their pro-
ficiecney and et the same timc, 2llows newly assijnec¢ personnel the op~ -
pvrtunlty-tu beccume femiliar with the techniques used-both by Project
Delta ond Reconco in LRRP cperations,

(t) In acdition to the Recondo training, there has
been octive end cintinucus training in such subjects as survivel, cscape
enc ¢vesion and emergency exiting from eireraft.. Recently, classes heve
2lsc becen piven on maintenecnce and preferred methods of pre=fliiht,
281st personnel pave clnssis to newly arrivec members of E Compony 20th
Inf (IMPP) on the use of aircraft hoists, rapelling, the use cf the McGuire
rif anc follewied it with practical exercises.

(7) Formal Battalion level training was not concuctcc.
Meximum cffort was requircc to bring 211 units to combat operaticnal status
in the shortest possible timce The relative short in~country time of

thesc udts prier to combat opcrational status may be attributcd to the
quality of the training cffort.

Ls (') L1OGISTICS

aes HMzjor lugistics efforts curing this reporting period have
been Girectec towarde:

(1) Eliminating excess gquipment on hanc in unlts.

(2) Recucti:n of CONEX inventorye :

(3) Improvement of motor maintenance and supply.ppargt§9n3;

(L)V Coorcinating and plahning unit mb#es; ”":: ' '...}

(5) Rcdistribution of bedy armof assets, |

(6) Dong Ba Thin pcrimefer improﬁement.

(7) Imprévement of miniport equipnbnt.

be .POL. The Bettalion minipert equipment consists of a 240 GPM

JwiL, & 350 CPM separator, a ten thousand gallon blacder, and sufficient
hinscs, nozzles nd ilttln:s required to estzsblish an ‘eight point mlnipo;to

The cntire system plus-a %4 ton truck with trailer can be moved in one _
Cl=~L7 surtic utilizin; intcrnal and extermal sling loacing. The system

1o CONFADENTIAL
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SUBJLCT: Opcraticnal Repurt for Quarter Encing 31 Jaruery 1968
(RCS GSFOR=65)

con be installed by two men. This miniport was cisplccec five times
curing Opcretion Klamath Falls to provide forwerd area refueling. When
not riquired for forwarc creas, it was used to establish scparate CH=LT7
rcfucling arga

Ca Supply' Thc ﬂrﬂctice of maintaining an S-l reprcsent tive
in the forwerd. arca wes:-highly successful.  The S=l Forwarc serveC as
the e.oreinating n;ont butween aviation units-anc thé FSE or FShe The
tottzlicn S-d scetion cucs pot have the equipment or personnel to
estzblish 2 unit cistributicon system ané it is therefore necessary
for units to ceal diroctly with FSE or ¥She An S-y representative in-
the {orward arca relicves the cumpanies of ‘acded codrcincticn
riequirements. ‘ . . '

Co hssistanou.Visits: All units were visited by the Battalion
Motor Officer &nd a supply representative. = A monthly visit-is conducted
when possitle. These assistance visits have standardized and improved
motor opcratlons ard supply-procedures. .

c. EDP: EDP's have taken from ten to fifteen days fron
requisition to delivery. Additionally, parts fill of replacement
items from ASL-PLL are being delayed. Infusion of ‘aircraft ceused
en imbezlance of iSL-PLIL stocks which were based on the original flying
hour progran. of assigned aircraft. This~hzs been a major contributing
factor in the current parts shortage.

f. A shortage exists in chest protectors, emergency (URC-10)
radios, and proper fitting bzllistic flying helmets, These items are -
considered essential for combat operations end although. on requisltion,
hav. not becen received in sufficient quantitics.

g« The lack of an L-13 engine hot-end inspection~kit has
scriously hindercd the maintenznce effort. The does not appearto be a
local problems Only two or three ccmplete kits heve been located in the
country, nonc of which werc accessible to 10th Battalion units. Only
through perscencl licison with a possessing unit has it been possible to
process the L-13 cngines through the hot-end inspection.

he 411 aircraft in the assigned units have again exceecded the .

elloted flying hour progrem while continuing to mainteit a satisfactory
percentege of aveilatility. The following chart is the quarterly summary
of maintenance data on the flying hour program, November through January

ConFiDERTIAL
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SUBJECT: Oper:tional Report for ‘the Quarter Ending 31 Jenuary 1968
(RCS GSFOR-65)

URIT Slst  92nd  1%nd  26lst  196th  2l3rd
T RNC LHC. :: fHC :  AHC ASHC ASHC
TYIE L/0 . uE-l wel Rl o DE-L CH-47  CH-LT
QN0 L/C ISR 2845 2745 :‘-28.0 ;29.51' 15.6 16.0
S FLY.ZIE 81.0 7.0 - 9.1 5.9 © 59.6 = 65.7
% KORS : 6.5 10.9 -'1é.h Cnae 2642 °10.5
. NORI: 12;5 161 8.5 Cle.g W2 238
TT% HRS GURTER  L121  L3L6 - 2150 5993 2925 2971
LV FLY HR PROG 1720 1650 1660 17%0 763 &00 -

5 FLY HR FROG.. 120.7  132.2 128,0  116.1  12.2 123.6'

iV ERS .TR L/C  72.5 771 76.8 89.7 62.1 60.5
YLR 10 - , »

5. (U) CIVIL iFFLIRS

as The Civil ictions Program has continued to function in an
ocutstanding manner, During the two holiday periods observed this quarter,
the childrcn of the Ten Binh and Sei Mal orphanages attended several
partics hostcd by Headquerters, 10th CLE and the 92nd AHC.

b. The 243rd LSHC has undertzken the task of bullding a huge
schocl cumplex for ¢ mission in the village of Xuan Ninh, 10 miles south
of Dong Ba Thin.

c. The 196th /SHC continues to support four students attending
the Qui Nhen ¥ormzl Cellegce 4id i8 in the form of scholarship grants
covering the school ycar. ' T . '

de 'The 201st LHC continues to support the Tan Vinh orphanage
in Nha Trang. On 30 January 1968, six buildings were given to a
Victnemese prison unit. Tho prison provided the labor to tesr the
buildings dowm. Thcy were then rebuilt by the Vietnamese themselves.

CoON F IDENTIAL
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SUBJECT: Opcraticnal Report for the Quarter Ending 31 January 1968
(RCS GSFOR-65)

6. (U) PERSONNEL

a. During the past quarter, the 10th: CAB gained thice helicopter
companics fram CONUS. In order 'to expedite personncl ineprocessing, the
Battalion Personnel Section traveled to each new unit's assigned location,
This tcchnique proved to be vory successful in that company peysonnel were
ticd up & minimum amount of time.. This contributed: considerably to the
units bccoming operational in the shortest period of tinme. -

b, Infusion cont:mues to be e.~problem. The l96th ASHC had
sixty-five personnel DERCS during the months of December- and Ja;xqary
Sixty morc will DERGS in Februery. The total number of personnel
scheduled to DEROS over this threc month period 18 5L% of the unit's
authorized strcngth. This existing situation .resulted f£rom an improper
infusion program upon a.rnval of this u:nit in the Republic of Vigtnmx,

7. (U) OTHER

e Infomation Officer

“a

(1) The 10th Cambat Aviation Battalion Public Ini‘cmation
Progren continucs to be ective providing coverage of the Dong Ba Thin
complox ond the forward arecas.

(2) A sumary of the Battalion News Releases is as follows:

(a) Feature Articles 25
(b) Pictorial Relessss™ ' ° 38
(c) Hometown News Releases 907
(d) Formal Press Interviews S 1

(3) The Battalion continues %0 utilize the PIO capabilities
of higher headquarters to cover important events. T

(k) Armed Forces Television and Fadio Network is being ex=
plorcd as @ possible media for dissemination of information. ILiaison '
hes been est.eblishod with the 0IC of the radio station located at. Dong
Bz Thin. ,

Cox E1D€ Q_ML
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(RCS GSFOR=65)

by Signal o e j

(1) 4 highlight of this quarter was the installation of a
Communications Center, radio and switchboard, at Lsxe Army Heliport,’An
Son, RVN. This included an 4N/ARC-102 palletized set for HF/SSB radio
communicatigns: a radio teletypewriter set, a VRC-2 for RIT cammnnications,
with sccurity equipment, KW-7/TSEC; giving this area.a secure means of - !
sending classified messages to Dong Ba Thin. As the needs increased, a =" - - ;
new switchboard, SB-86, was obtained but even with an increase in the f
numbcr of aveilable drops, it was soon deemed inadequate. A request has
been submitted through 'Signal channels to replace the existing switch- :
board with the AN/MTC which should mect all existing and projected noeds, ¢

(2) The Prttalion received the radio. set AN/MRC-119 which
wes issucd to the assigned compenies (ABC), This unit proved to be an
outstanding aquisition with, however, one glaring discrepancy. Its tele-
type capability is restrictive in that no security equipment was provided. . -

(3) The Battalion Headquarters obtained.a radio set -
AN/TRC-1146, a HF/SSE voice radio which was put into use in the 17th CAG
HF/SSE radio net, This set merits mention in that it has performed - i
continuously on a twenty-four hour basis since it was issued in November
without problemns. o :

¢, Surgeon

(1) The 10th Battalion dispensary is facing a growing
personncl problem., Two medienl aidmen are projected DEROS losses in
Februcry, cnd thc zssigncd strength at that time will be less than
50% of that authorized by TOE.

(2) No flight surgeon is located with the 192nd AHC at
Phan Thiot. The Intfentry Battalion Dispensary at that location is
capablc of administering to injuries aznd some illnesses. A flight
Surgeon from the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion Headquarters is
scheduled to make weekly visits to the area to administer to the aviation - :
medicine needs. _ . g

d. Standardization and Safety
(1) The accident rate continues to be a major problem in ail

aviation units. Fetalities from common aircraft sccidents far outnumber —~——
those reclizcd in combat. #ecently, very strong command emphasis was placed T~

CONFIDENTIAL
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AVGD-AE .
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarter Ending 31 January 1968

on safety and on accident prevention. Safety and standardization must be
inseparable and interdependent on each other. Both the Battalion Safety
Officer and the Battalion Standardization Officer have combined their efforts to
aggressively attack and combat this problem. They are continuously

evaluating accident reports for obvious trends. All Safety hazards are

being disseminated rapidly to all concerned via the Standardization and

Safety Newsletter. Through these combined efforts, a downward trend is
beginning to materialize.

(2) Experience, or rather its inadequacy, continues to pos
problems, particularly in the assault helicopter companies. Fully qualified
standardization instructor pilots are in short supply. A continuous
training program is essential to keep even a minimum number available in
these units. A newly-graduated aviator who is above average in all
respects usually cannot be appointed as an instructor pilot until the
eighth or ninth month in RVN. Infusion programs for the new companies
have been beneficial in this respect. .

17

CONFIDENTIAL




ConT (DENTIAL

AVGD-AE
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarter Ending ) January 1968
(€5 GSPOR~65) | :
SECTION II: Commander's Observations and Recomuendations
Part 1 Obwervations (ILessons Learned)
1. (U) Personnel = Hone
2. (C) OPERATIONS
a, ITEM: Pathfinder Employment
DISCUSSION: During the reeently concluded ?psration KLAMATH
FALLS, the use of organic pathfinders in the PZ's and 1&'s significantly
contnbuted to the success of airmobile operatima. THe ground elements
were at first reluctant to rclinguish control of the pick-up zones
but after working with the pathfinders on several -1ifts, they welcomed
this professional and highly qualified team to the operations:

OBSERVATIONs In this instance, it was necessary to educate

the grougd elements in the employment of pathfinders in airmobile opex‘atioﬁs.

A letter? was prepared outlining the duties of the pathfinders in. an . .
effort to sell these services to the ground units. It is important that
the value of using pathfinders be realized by the supported ground forces.

be ITEM: CS Gas Missions

DISCUSSIONs The 196th ASHC recently had an incident involving
a4 55 gallon drum of CS gas exploding in an aircraft whide in flight;

OBSERVATION: Although the crew wore their .protective
masks, all personnel aboard the aircraft were not wearing them during
the conduct of this mission. This resulbed in major damage tc the
adrcraft couscd by tho cscaping gas affecting those without masks and
hanpering the ability of the crew to control the ship.

ce ITEM: Requircment fo\r Separate Ffeqﬁe’nc_ies; duri'.rig Combat
Missions, - S

DISCUSSION: Resupply of Artillery umits occurs on e daily
basis where gencrally no communications problems are encountered. Howaver,
vhen considering the move of TAC CP's and Artillery Firve Bases, the
fidministrative not comuonly uscd is overworked, .. Gonsequently, poor
carmunications with the supported. units is experienced.

5 Ltr, Pathfindcr Support is attached as Inclqsu_re 2

OoNFI DENT
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OBSERVLTION: An extrmmely undesirsble situation exists in
FZ's ond 1Z's, Too often, the radio operator in these areas is not
familiar with aimmobile operations and in addition, is often hampered by
having to handle administreative traffic on the same frequency. A separate
aviation redio frequency should be designated for use during moves. To
facilitate a smoother operation, pathfinders should be utilized to the
maximum extent,

d. ITEM: Gunship Tactiés

DISCUSSION: During operations against the hostile forces
attempting to overrun Phan Thiet; the 192nd AHC gunships, in dupport of
ground troops, were deployed against fixed, hard defensive positions. v
On rcpeated passes against these type targets, numerous hits wore taken
by the cireraft ond crewmembers from autometic weapons within these defenses
despitc additional suppressive fire from friendly ground clements. The
gunships utilizing 2.75 inch rockets with ten pound warheads, were
unsble to neutralizo thesc torgets.

OBSERVLTION: Gunship tactids should not include attempted
rcduction of hard torgets, regardless of the intensity of suppressive fire,
without hecavier rocket warhcads.

ce ITEM: Night Huntors

DISCUSSICif: Night Hunter teams, in this instance, are
composcd of ‘a slick ‘Humter" equipped with.two starlight scopes mounted
on ¥-16 rifles, two spottcrs and a normal crew; a flare ship cerrying -
forty or morc flarcs; and o light fire team as an escort. Experience
with this conccpt shows that lower :altitude and:airspeed are a definite
aid to the spotters. Dininishing returns are observed at approdmately
two hundred foct ebsolute altitude and forty knots airspeeds At this
point, the aircraft and crew become extremely vulnerable to hostile fire,
and the physical scope arca coverage is reduced. Properly trained crews,
working with minimum lighting can produce effectivc results operating
at altitudes and airspecds within safe operating limits of the aircraft.

OBSERV.TION: Night Hunter aircraft should not be employed
below two hundred feet absolutoc altitude or at less than forty knots air-
spccde  Increasing bBoth to eccomodate rolling or variable terrain will
not rcduce the’ effectivcncss of target spotting.

f+ ITEM: Command Relationship
DISCUSSION: Due to mobility inherent in aviation units, there

179
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are numerous RON missions and extended field operétions inwblving flight
platoons, sections and single aircraft ih which they are nequired to
back-up another aviation uniti Often, the trews find themyelves in a
situation where contact with their pardnt unit is impossible and the
loca’ avidtion unit is unable to provide the necebsary support required
to sustain operations} ~ : . - '

OBSFRVATION: If a flight platoon, section, single 8hip or-an
entire company i1s dispatched to back: up or support another aviation unit
and the mission involves an RON or for an extended periecd cf time, the
command reletionship between the twc aviation units must be apecified
(Attachment, Operational Control, etc) in the movement order or mission -
recuests, Logistical, maintenance and adminiatretive support is determined
by this relationship. '

~
3. (U) Training and Orgsnization

a, ITEM: CA Training

. \ -
DISCUSSION:t At the beginning of Operation glamath Falls,

it was evident from the rash of strike and RPM-loss accidents that the
117th AHC wes weak.in the fundamentals of formation flying and combat
assault operations, The unit had been in General Support II CTZ for the
previous scven months and had recently received a large number of
newly rated aviators, Monthly training in formation flying and combat
assaults had been plannod but it was imposgible to conduct company
raining becavse the unit's aircraft were scattered throughout the II
Corps arca on various missions, -t " ‘ '

OBSERVATION: The technique of combat assaults is an art which
requires constent practice not only from the individual aviastor's vicw=
point but te develop the unit working as a team. All opportunities to
practice this treining must be taken in ovder to maintain the high
degree of proficiency required. Platoen or even section sized training
in this area is cncouraged, : ' '

be ITHM: Instrument Training

DISCUSSION: Due to the flying environment in Vietnam and the
changing weathcr conditions, a need exists for CH-L7 aviators to be fully
instrument rated. The 2L3rd ASHC received several non-ingtrument rated
aviators and time was not ovailable to qualify them prior to devloyment.
Although a fow school quotes were made availeble, the priorities of
transition and POR qualification allowed only three aviators to attend
the school at Fort Ruckoer. s :

CONFIDENTIAL
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SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarter Ending 31 January 1968

(RCS GSFOR-65)

ORSFHVATIONE Greater emphasis should be placed on instrument
qualification prior to sviators being assigned to an agsautt support
heliconter company. This must be done in CONUS where ample quotas are
available. Too often, completion of a mission is affected because of
adversec weather conditions and-non-instrument rated aviators in the cockpit.

c. ITEM: CH-L7 Aviator Training

DISCUSSION: The majority of loads carried by the CH-L7 are
external, A definite need exists for aviators and flight crews to-re-
ceive training in this area. Fort Rucker is conducting unrealistic
transition training since the terrain and the heavy artillery-equ1pment
necessary, to operate with and within 4 Vietnam is not present.

OBSERVATION: A1l CH-L7 ‘bransitlon programs should fnclude
a minimum of tcn hours in sling operationg particularly mountain‘flying
sling operations, Where assigned aviators are not qualified in cargo
helicopters this training should be increased. Posts such as Fort Sill,
Oklahoma and Fort Hood, Texas are more suitable for this type of training.

“w

e (C) Inmtelligence -
ITEM: Timely Intelligence

DISCUSSION: The 10th CAB area of interest covers the entire
IT Corps Tactical Zone, The Battalion aircraft, on general support
missions, are continually engaged in airmobile operatlons and resupply
all over the zone. Additionally, companies operate from four separate
base areas; An Son, Nha Trang, Dong Ba Thin and Phan Thiet, Timely
intelligence is esscntial to assist these units in the safe performance
of their assigned missions as well as for the security: of their base
installations..

OBSERVATION: Daily INTSUMS and PERINTREPS from IFFORCEV
usually take five days to reach the battalion by dlstrioutlon.’ They -
are of little or no tactical value. The aviation company must rely
exzlusively on local sources and supported units .for tlmely‘lntelllgence.

5 (C) Logistics
a. TTRM: Establishment of CH-L7/UH~1 Refueling aress. '
. DISCUSSION: Colocation of refuélihg areas fér;CH-h7/UF—1
is undesiresble. 1he high winds from the CH-L47 rotor wash create hazardous .-

conditions for a UH-1 whether on the ground or 2t a hover. The CH-h?
also occupics two UH-1 refueling points.

CONFIDENTIAL
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OBSERVATTON: During multiple helicopter operations, refueling
both type of aircrait from a single miniport significantly impedes the
flow of traffic. PSeparatc refueling aress for CH-47!s &nd UH-l's were used
on Operation Klamath Falls, When establishing a CH-L7 refueling point,
consideration should be given to site location in order to facilitats
movement from the refucling arca to the cargo sling-out area,

be ITEM: Unit MoVements

DISCUSSION: The 10th CAB was involved in six moves, company
size or larger, during Operation Klamath Falls. - Movement was by air,
convoy and LST. The-oversize vans of the maintenance detachments re-
quired land movement. Vhen a convey displacement occurs, the aviation
unit is-without heavy maintensnce capability for the time that the convoy
is enroute as well as for a period of time prior to and after the actual
move., ~

OBSERVATION: All moves pointed out the need for units to-
maintain accurate movement dsta for all combinations and modes of travel.
Mthough the solution appears to be complete airmecbility for maintenance
units, this is not a reality at this time. Units should tailor their
existing maintenance assets to permit movement by organic aircraft of
maximum maintenance facilities.

ce ITEM: Usage Factors, CL III and V

DISCUSSION: Pre~operational estimates for quantities of Class
TIT and V must be accurate to prevent shortages or overages, Ex=~
perience factors crcate the soundest bagse from which requirements can
be esteblished, During periods of field operations, daily usage rates
should be accurately recorded., Usage factors can then be determined to
facilitate future planning.

OBSERVATION: Rased on the experience of the 10th CAB, a

planning chert was developed. The figures, although not concrete, have been
used frequently to determine requirements for field operations. Averaze
daily consumption rates for UH-l and CH-47 in POL and an average of the
daily ammunition expenditures have enabled the S-L to correctly project

the requirements for platoons and sections placed on TDY with other units

in the IT Corps area. .

6., (C) OTHER
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a, Signal
(1) TITEM: Equipment Shortage

DISCUSSION: During the Operation Kiamath Falls period;
the Battalion Signal Section was responsible for operations at Dong Ba
Thin, An Son and in the field location, Although the missions were
fulfilled, the scction was severly taxed. A portable HF/SSB radic set,
similar to an AN/PRC-L7 for use in a Jump command post, would have been
ideal for use in the field.

OBSERVATION: More light-weight, compact equipment is
needed which can easily be moved from place to place to accomodate fluid
situations, The AN/VRC-2 proved to be outstanding for field use in that
it was vehicular mounted and easily transpgrted by CH-LT7,

C O NF IDENTIAL
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PART IT ~ RECOMMENDATIONS
1, (U) Personnel - None
2. (C) Operations:

as Reference: S Gas Misslons

Recommens that all personnel Crew and passénners aboard alr-

craft performing pas missions be equipped with orotective mask and
that all on bhoard be required to wear the masks curing:flizht.

b. Reference: Separate Lift Frequenties

Recommend that separate frequencies be established during
combat operations for administrative and operational traffic. -

* ¢ce Reference: Command Relationship

Recommend that 21l mission requests specify command relation=-
ship between aviation units and reinforcing aviation support,

3. (C) Troining and Orparizations
Reference: CH-L7 Aviator Traintwg

Recommend thot additional sling load training be ineluded
in CH-47 transition with emphasis onmcuntudn gperations.

L, (C) Tntellirence:
Reference:s Timely TIntelligence

Recommend that INTSUMS from IFFORCEV be distributed by electronie
means to all combat aviation battaliong,

S, (U) Losistics: None
6., (U) Other: lene

,/,zﬁiﬂ.n<w4) \79 ‘3/4«f944;,~£51

2 Tnel RION F, ENGLAND ¢
1, SOP,Right Flare Operations LTC, ARTY
2o Letter, Pathfinder Support Commanding-
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVGD~SC (15 Feb 60) 1st Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 Jan 68

HEADQUARTLRS, 17th Combat Av;atlon Group, APO 96240, 23 Feo 68
T0: Commanding General, I Field Forces Vietnam, ATTN: AVGA=GC =0T, APO 96350

1. (U) The 10th CAB Operational Report for Quarterly Period Endlng
31 January 1968 is forwarded for information and action as necessarye

2. (U) This headquarters has reviewsd this ORLL and concurs with
the report as modified herein, A

3. (C) PReference Section I, Para 7. b. (1), concerning radio and
telephone communications. 17th CAG has made liaison wlth the 21st Signal
Croup for installation of the AN/MFC-1 switchboard.

4, (C) Reference Section I, Para 7. c. (2), concerning medical aid
to 192d AHC. Nonconcur, adequate medlcal coverage is avallahle under
current arrangements w1th supported unit..
o~ .

5. (C) Reference Section II, Part I, Para 5. h., concerning air
transportacle maintenance equipment. Concur. MIOE 1-77G containing the
required air transportable items has been approved by HQ, USARV and
forwarded to the Department of the Armv.

6. (C) Reference Section II, Part I, Para 6. a., concerning
equipment shortage. 17th CAG has received an allocation of five (5)
AN/VSC-2's, One or more of these sets will be reallocated to the 10tk CAB
as the tactical situation requires. Pending MIUE 1-256G provides for one
AN/VSC=2 organic to each aviation battalion.

7« (C) Reference Section II, Part IJ, Para 2. c., item concerning
command relationship. Nonconcur. Command relationships are outlined in
Amnex G, 17th CAG SOP dtd 1 Jan 68, Changes to these relationships are
speiled out in missions as required.

8« (C) Reference Section II, Part II, Para 4., item concerning
timely intellegence. Concur. 17th CAG has requested of IFFV that
10th CAB be placed on electrically transmitted daily IFFURCEV INTSUM.

'FOR THE COMMANDER:

= 4

ROBERT R. LOVELY
Captain, AGC .
“Assistant Adjutant

| 28 DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
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AVFA=GC=OT (15 Feb 68) 24 Ind '
SUBJECT: OQperational Report-Lessons Learned for Quarterly Period Ending
31 January 1968 RCS CSFOR~65 UILC WFAJAA 10th Cbt Awvn Bn (U)

HEADQUARTERS, I FIELD FORCE VIETNAM, APO 96350 1 1 MAR 1968
TO: Comanding General, lst Aviation Brigade, APO 96375
Concur. -

FOR THE COMMANDER: . L

0 /

24 JU

\ oﬁzm GhBBARD
: 1, AGC .

. ASST ADJUTANT G=N\IEQAL

Copy furnished:

17th CAG >

2b
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i'f CONFIDENTIAL

WBA-C (15 Feb 68) 3d Ind
SUMduCT: Operationul leport for uarter Inding 31 January 1968 (RCS
CsFOR=65) (UL1C: wFAJTO) (U)

LAD UARIERS, 18T aviallol (UIGALE, nPO 96384 MAR £\ 13968

YHRU:  Comundine Generid, US irmy Vietnam, APTH: AVHGC-DuL, b0 96375
Commander in Chief, US Army Facific, Al'fH: GPoF-OF, A'G Y6558

TO: Assistint Chief of Staff for Force Development, La (ACLFCR LL),
lashington, D.C. 20310

1. (U) ‘'This hecadiuoarters his revicewed subject rerort of the 10th Combat
aviation battalion, considers it to be adequate, and concurs with tlie
contents as indorsed,

~

2. (C) ™The followins adcitional cou ents are considered pertinent:
Ay

qe leference: ec I, para 7c(2), pale 16; wsscipgoment of o medical
detactrent, when avoilible, is under censideration by this becdcuarters.

b. leference: sec 1, para 7d(2), page D6; tuls headcuarters is sur-
veyving its subordincte units to deterwmine status of Instructor :ilobs und
ctundardizatlon Instructor vilets cnd will make recomaendabions by serarate
acbion besed on results of their survey.

’ T

ce. fieference:s Jec 11, para 5, pwre 43 current United ltutes srmy
Vietnwn letter, subject lariing of lefucling, and larking ..reas, dated
24 vovember 1967 specifies the 1rorer sracing wnd arrangerent for refuelins
and parking arcas.

Pl TUD OO LG2TDIR

o

¢

cer \_Js;/zc Lewen

LEWIS T. TURNER
Cagt, AGC _
Asslstant Adjutant Geoeral
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DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.  °
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVHGC-DST (15 Feb 68) 4th Ind (C) CPT Arnold/twl/LBN 4485
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarter Ending 31 January 1968
(RCS CSFOR-65)

HEADQUARTERS, US ARMY VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 19 APR1368

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558 ' .

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons
Learned for the quarterly period ending 31 January 1968 from Headquarters,
10th Combat Aviation Battalion as indorsed.

2. (C) Pertinent eomments follow: .

a. Reference item concerning instrument training, page 20, paragraph
3b: Concur. One of the prerequisites for attending the CH-47 aviator transi-
tion course is to have a current Army Rotary\Wing Instrument Certificate.
Past experience indicates that this is the prerequisite most commonly waived
by DA. The problem is one of availability of RW instrument qualified aviators
to attend this course. If the requirement fQr instrument qualification is not
waived, there will be inadequate input to maintain the present student level.

b. Reference item'concerning CH-47 aviator training, page 21, paragraph
3c; and page 24, paragrarh 3: Concur. The present program of instruction ‘
at Fort Rucker contains 12 hours of flight instruction on sling load operations.
Beginning in March 1968, a portion of the fifth week of training will be con-
ducted in mountainous terrain at Fort McClellan, Alabama. This is a direct
result of the 2d Quarter, FY 68 USCONARC liaison visit.

c. Reference item concerning separate lift frequencies, page 24, para-
graph 2b. The advantages of a separate lift frequency are recognized; how-
ever, additional frequencies are not available for allocation. Therefore,
using unit commanders must reallocate existing frequency assets in order to
satisfy the requirement., The 10th Combat Aviation Battalion has one UHF
and three FM frequencies assigned by the 17th Combat Aviation Group.

28

30

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;

DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
DOD DIR 5200.10
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AVHGC-DST (15 Feb 68) 4th Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarter Ending 31 January 1968
(RCS CSFOR-65)

3. (U) A copy of this indorsement will be furnished to the reporting unit
through channels. : '

FOR THE COMMANDER:

PO I toPeehvarn
C. S. NAVATSUKASA
Captain. AGC

. | : Assistant Adjutant Geperyl

Copies furnished:
10th Cbt Avn Bn
Ist Avn Bde ~

29




GPOP-DT (15 Feb 68) (U) 5th Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 10th Cbt Avn Bn for Period Ending

31 January 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)
HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 2 MAY {365

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding indorse-
ments and concurs in the report es indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHTEF:
| z OSBOURN

_  MAJ, AGC
Asst AG

30
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CONfIDENTIAL

PEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HELDQUARTERS, 10TH CQMBAT AVILTION BLTTALION
LPO 96377 '

Incl 1
i VGD=-LL 19 Deccmber 1967

SUBJECT: Niyht Fleore Operations

TCs Commonding Ofiicer
17th Caibat Lwviation Group
220 96210

1. FURPESE: To provide guldance and procedures for commanders and
members of the 10th Combat Aviatlon Battalion in the cnployncnt of the Mark
2L flard for night coubst operations.

2., SCOPE: This SOP is provided as~a guidc only. The terrain and
cnemy situation mey alter these procedures in order to accomplish the
rissions

3, RiSPO: SIBILITIES:

-

c. Lach ploteon commander wiil insure that an enlistced member in
the grade of E-5 or above and four (L) other enlisted men of his platoon
cere thorcughly traincd as a "flare-teem® in the operstion and employment
of the FE-2L flzr. from the UH-1D and UH-1H helicopters.

L. Each aireraft commonder or pilet in command will insure that
he ond "flarc-team" are thorcughly knowledgeatlor &f "thtse SOP.anls ‘the op=
ceroting procedures of the MK-2L flare prior to accep..ng or proceeding
with a flarc drop nissicne

Lo CIHERLL:

a. The two most common flares utilized by Aimy Lviation in Viet-
nom are the MK-2li, Models JXA and 3. The folluwing is a description of
cachs :

1. MoCcl IJice Weight - 2L pomds _
Burning Time = 2% minutes with two million
candlepower, (i:CP)

2. 1iodel 3: vielght - 27 pounds -
Burning Time = 3 minutes w/2 MCP.

CONFIDENTIAL ) ouncrane AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;

_I/VC/ / . DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YE4RS.
. 3 ‘ COD DIR 5200.10



CONFIDENTIAL 3y

wVD-.D , 19 December 1967
SUBJLCT: WNight Flare Uperaticns :

b. Opcrational scttings end information pertaining to drop pro-
cefures ¢ altitudes to be used are included in the storage container of
cach flare,

5 . OPELL.:] IOUS .

a. The UH-1D and UH-1H have a capacity for LO flares which will
provide ccutinucus illuminetion for one hour and forty riinutes wsing the
IT4 Meded oo two hours with the 3 Model.

b. Altitude scttings for drop, 1gn1t10n and burn-vut arc pre-
scribed in the appropriate instruction sheet issued with ecch flare. The
optimun a2ltitude for dropping flares is 2200 - 2700 fect absolutc. 2200
feot will cive a ground burn-cut and 2700 feet will give a 500 feet burn-
cut, NOTE: wind <“rift rust be taken into consideration for maximum
illuminati.n. Close attention tc forecasted wind concitions and trial and
crror corrections are the best methods for determining wind drift. The
wind drift foronla, Drift, (in meters) = 4ltitude,(in hundreds of feet) X
wind velceity, (in knots), X the given factor(b,l), may be usecd for cropping
the initial {lere, 4

¢. The best cirspecd for dropping the MK-2L flare is GO knots

incicrtcd,
“~

d. The flerc-tcam lcacer in the grace of E-5 or cbove and a
ninisum cf one other EM, trained in flare ship operaticns, will arm anc
sreperc flares for drcpplng. 411 flares will be attached to an “O" ring
in the fleer of thic aircraft by the use of an & to 15 fuct static linc.
The static line is nermclly locally procurec using nylen parachute sus-
gension line ¢f 500 pouncs tensile strenpth and o suitable snap-link. The
flrore-term leader will wear a flight helmet or headset sc as tc facilitate
cermunications with thc 2ircr-~ft commander. He will insure that a2ll set-
tings gre in the desired pcsition and the scfety pin is nect removed until
just prier te drop. Upon landing, he will insurc that all safety pins are
sceurely in place and that £11 dials arc returncd to SAFE positivne. He
will reoart this tco the airceraft commander.

6. SLFETY:

ae. It must bc rememberec that flares burn powdered magnesium
~nc =ther chemicals. They will melt steel and cennot be extinguished.
The ficre cose fells frece Extreme care rmust be taken to prevent in-
aivertent igniting in the cireraft and/or ¢ropping over friendly trcops.

b. The 50 fiot steel drcop-away static line, issucd for usc in

cropping the RK-2L flare, is not suitable for use in the UH-1D and UH-1H'
helicopters. Shiuld the cable fail tc drop away, approximetely two feet

T
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CONFIDENTIAL

Ve,
VOl =l

19 Decembor 1967
SUBJIICT: Nirht Flare Oper-ticns

of cable would extond pest the tail rotor of the aircraft presenting
pcseible entrnglement end o safety hazard. '

FCOR THE COMMiNDER:

s/EARL H. T.ILEY
ELRL H. TiLLEY
¥aj, Inf
Lajutant

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

DEP: ATIHENT OF THE (RhY
HE..DFU/RTERS 10TH CQMB.T AVILTION B.LTTALION
AP0 96377

Inel 2 : _
AVCD-.E ' 3 January 1967

SUBJTCT: Fathfinder Support

TO: Commencing Genereal
1ot Brigess, 10lst Jdrborne Division
.70 US Ferces S03L7

1. The 10th Combat .viatiin Battalion hn~s participated in 32 separate
ccib-t operati.ons since it became cperaticnal in Scptember 1965. During
the more than two years of sustained field operatiuns, the employment of
vryanic pathfinders in P4's onc 14's has been-an integral pert of its
orgenizati.u for combate On 28 December 1966, the 10th Combat Avicticn
Battelion cunducted what is consicdered to be the largeést non-illuminated
night combot assault ever mace by a single aviation bettalicne Through
the effcctive use of pcthfinders in both the IZ's ané PZ's, the entire
1st Erigade, 10lst iLirborne Division was assaulted into one and two ship
gize LZ2's hijh in the mountains to the north and east of Kontum. The
prtinfinders, effectively using voice communicatiins uand flashlights in
the Li's, puicded the ships safely to the grounc. The entire assault was
concuctee Srom micnight witil five in the morning and was made without
incicent. It was primarily beccuse of the effectiveness cf the pathfincers
that such 2 mission was possiblce.

¢+ The pathfinders are infantrymen so they are fully cognizant of
the requircments ond crpeiilities of the ground forces. In addition, they
are nishly treincd in edr traffic control as well as the capcbilities and
limitcotions of the supporting aviction clements. There is elsc a material
cunficence botween bhe avictors and the pathfinders ond this mutual support
tence to substentielly increrse the effectiveness of both.

3. On 2 typical emdloyment, for example, in the pick-up zone, the
prthfinder is brought out to the arer in the commond and control aircraft
orior te the st rt 2f the cpercition. With his experience, he quickly
valuatis the arec, considering the size and dimensions, the velocity and
ircetion <of the wind and the density altitude. He establisheg 3 control
peint from vhich he will be able to observe the flight path in end out of
tne arca; he checks the surface of the landing arez for the best touchdown
peent availatle and then csteblishes LiCL's based on this evaluaticn. To
all this, he adCc the intangible factor; the capability of the aircraft
an¢ the zviatore. The latter he has gained through personal associsticn

r

o
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Co NFDINT AL

WVGI=40 3 Jenuary 1968
SUBJECT:

with thc aviation unit involvec, Through this constant evaluaticn of all
theso foctors, the pathfinder eoffectivoly guicdes the aircraft into and
cut of the pick-up zone vwith the confidence inherent within this werking:
expericnee, In auatwn, he 18 ¢onstantly awarc of tho exact number o1
troups liftced and romaining end keeps the mission commander aware of the

cxisting situatisn.

L. When moving o T.C CP or an artillery fire base, the pathfinder
plays an even morce promincnt role, both in the pick-up &s well as in the
crop zoncs In awiition to,controlling the airc aft; he also coordinates
between the artilliry and infantry on the grounc as to the efficient
cmployment of cach CH-L7 sortic.  Lgain, iib training and knowledge in
both aviation as well as in ground tactics encble him to satisfy the
requirements of both.

S. In view of thc abovec menticned consice rﬂtion,' with an increased
cmphasis on aviation safcty, it is highly recommendec that pathfinder
suppert b included in all future planning for combat zviation operations.

s/LLFRED R. SKITH
ALFRED R. S:ITH
ITC, Inf
Deputy Commander

o
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